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200 days to go!!!











Volume 2

Hi girls!! Things are moving along, but it sure feels like a rollercoaster. One day everything it going along smoothly and things are getting done, but then BAM! A crisis hits and everything goes downhill for a few days. 

I thought I would update you guys on a few things that are going on in our lives now. I am working hard in my classes at school (the main reason for my time to be able to do this newsletter again is Spring Break!). We are also looking for a house! This is very exciting but has added extra time stress and just general stress to our days as well. 

Colors

What a decision this has been to make! Wow! I never thought so much effort would go into this part of the wedding. But then I realized that it really sets the tone of the entire event. After Jenny XXXXX visited, I realized that the mango was a bit out of place with the rest of the elements of the wedding. So I have decided to have Chocolate, Pink, and Vanilla.
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Dresses

The good news is that I have decided on my dress. Despite the drama that surrounded that, I have gone with my gut and decided that it is THE one. It has been ordered and it looks like it will be here in plenty of time!

Well, I thought I had decided upon the girl’s dresses (below was decision), but then I was told that those are going to be discontinued soon. SOOO…I have to find some other ones that I like. I have found some that I hadn’t known about, so I have expanded the search a bit.  (I heard that a lot of the dresses from a few seasons ago would be getting discontinued around this time of year.)
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The dresses will still be in Chocolate Brown since I am trying to go for the regal, rich feeling of the evening. 

I have attached a sheet with some choices on it. Please either send it back to me with your choices ranked or email your rankings to me ASAP. 

I got everyone’s measurements. Thank you for getting these to me. I have them stored in the binder for safekeeping. (Don’t worry, I won’t share them with anyone!)

When the dresses come in, they will be shipped to you and you can get them altered at any place near you. I recommend waiting until a couple weeks before the wedding since weight tends to fluctuate and that way you only have one fitting. 

You will be responsible for bringing your altered dress to the wedding, or you can ship it here if you would like me to hold on to it until then. I am looking to arrange to have all of our dresses steamed at the hotel the day before or the day of the wedding. So don’t worry if it gets wrinkled en route. I will let you know more about the details as they come up. 

Beauty

I have found someone who I really like for our hair & makeup the day of the wedding. Here name is XXXX and I included her website at the end of this newsletter. She is very good at making the makeup look very natural, just keeping you looking spotless for pictures all day. (I don’t normally wear makeup and I looked very nice when she was done with me) She will be at the bridal suite (at the XXX) on Saturday at 9am. Please feel free to bring pictures of what you like for makeup and hair. 

I would like all of you to wear your hair in an up-do. If you have a picture of an up-do that you like, please send it to me and I can let you know if that’s along the lines as I was thinking. 

For makeup I am looking for you girls to look “natural” with a little bit of evening drama. This does not mean you will be in blue eye shadow and red lipstick. I promise!

Her rates are as follows: 

Bridesmaids:
Make-Up $60




Hair $40

Flowergirls: 
Hair $30

 

   Make-Up $20

If you are interested in getting a manicure with nail polish with me and my mom I believe we are going to go have them done some place around the area on the Friday before the Rehearsal Dinner. If you would like to do your own nails, that’s just fine too. I just know how nice it is to get your nails done by someone else. We most likely will be going to a small place in the area and I can let you know the price on that when it gets closer to the date. 

Flower Ideas

I finally found a florist and I LOVE him. He is truly wonderful. I had some good ideas originally for your flowers, but I am not sure now since I changed the colors. You will all have nosegay type bouquets and the stems will be wrapped in pretty ribbon. As far as the type of flowers, I am still working it out with the florist. 

Bridesmaid’s bouquet example:
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If you have suggestions for flowers you think would work with my colors, please send them along. I would love feedback on flowers since I don’t know a whole lot about them. 

Vendors

We have finalized all of our vendors. This came as a big relief for us. We now have: officiant, photographer, videographer, florist, bridal shop, DJ, Day of Hair & Makeup girl, rehearsal dinner location, and obviously the ceremony/reception location. (Which includes bar, food, linens, etc.)

We really feel wonderful about the people who we have chosen to help with our day. They are a great team. 

How you can help!

· Send pictures of flowers

· Send hairstyle ideas for me

· Send hairstyle ideas for you

· Tell me things you liked at other weddings

· Suggestions for favors 

Travel Information

By now you have received the save the date information and I would advise you to make sure you book a room by the deadlines listed. If you want to stay at our hotel, the XXX, you need to book by June 30th in order to get the lower rate. You won’t have to pay now, just give them a credit card number to hold the room and you will pay when you check-in.  If you later decide to change the length of your stay, you can do so without penalties as long as it is before 4pm on the day of the arrival. So I recommend booking for Thursday through Sunday at the group rate, with the understanding that you could shorten it later.

Try and keep an eye out for Southwest flights to Baltimore-Washington International (BWI). They will be extending their dates soon and you can really get great fares this way. I will be trying to get a group rate from Southwest for some of the major cities where a lot of people are coming from. Keep an eye out for an email from me regarding this in the next week.

Wedding Weekend Activities

I would like everyone to be in town on Thursday evening. I believe that the Bachelorette Party will be on Thursday the 14th in the evening. Jenny XXXX will be in touch with all of you about this closer to the time. If coming in on that Thursday evening is an issue for you, please let me know as soon as you can. Thanks! 

The Rehearsal will be held on the evening of Friday the 15th at the XXX and the Rehearsal Dinner will immediately follow in the hotel restaurant. The dinner will be awesome!! We are having an all-you-can-eat Prime Rib and Baby Back Rib Buffet. The buffet also includes baked potatoes, grilled veggies, salad, bread and a dessert bar. 

Helpful Websites

www.theknot.com
www.weddingchannel.com
www.bridesmaid101.com
dmaron.home.comcast.net/engage
www.iflyswa.com 

www.divacompany.com 

Coming Soon

Jenny XXXXX will contact you soon about the Bachelorette party. 

There may be a group discount on Southwest that I am trying to arrange. 

Look for information coming from my mom about my shower in July that will be held in Chicago.

Contact Information

Me: XXXXX@xxx.com

Jenny: XXXXX@xxx.com

Natalie: XXXXX@xxx.com

Nicole: XXXXX@xxx.com

Melanie: XXXXX@xxx.com

Haley: XXXXX@xxx.com

Linda (my mom): XXXXX@xxx.com

Important Information

Bridal Shower: July XX, Chicago 

Bachelorette Party: Oct 14, ???

Rehearsal: Friday, Oct 15, XXX

Rehearsal Dinner: Oct 15, XXX

Wedding date: October 16, 2004

Ceremony Location: XXXX

Reception Location: XXXXX

Thanks for all the help 

Love,  Jenn

